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Only seven countries in the world met safe air pollution levels in
2023, according to a report by Swiss air quality technology company
IQAir. The World Air Quality Report, released earlier this year, draws
on data from more than 30,000 monitoring stations in 134 countries,
territories and regions. Of these, 124 were found to exceed safe levels of
PM2.5 (fine particulate matter), according to World Health Organization
(WHO) guidelines. These microscopic particles, measuring less than 2.5
microns in diameter, can be inhaled deep into our lungs and even reach
our bloodstreams.’ M have been linked to heart and lung disease,
high blood pressur(lej increased asthma risk, depression and anxiety, and
premature death.

The seven countries that met the safe guideline of five micrograms
per cubic meter of air (5ug/m3) or less were Australia, Estonia, Finland,
Grenada, Iceland, Mauritius and New Zealand. In Europe, Iceland had
the (2 ) air, with 4ug/m3, followed by Estonia with 4.7ug/m3 and
Finland with 4.9ug/m3. A color scale was used to indicate pollution
levels, with many European countries falling in the green category,
denoting levels up to double the safe standard. Starting with the least
polluted, these included Sweden, Ireland, Norway, Portugal,
Liechtenstein, Denmark, the United Kingdom, Andorra, Latvia, Ukraine,
the Netherlands, Luxembourg, Switzerland, Germany, Belgium, France,
Austria, Spain and Russia. European cities have shown improvement
since the 2022 report, with 54 percent classified green in 2023 compared
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with 39 percent the year before.

In the yellow category—denoting pollution levels up to three times
above the safe standard—European countries included Lithuania, the
Czech Republic, Hungary, Malta, Slovakia, Bulgaria, Croatia, Poland,
Cyprus, Slovenia and Italy. Croatia showed the most progress in 2023 in
lowering PM2.5 levels, with the annual average dropping more than 40
percent compared to 2022. It has achieved this by ( 3 ) its use of
non-polluting renewables, which so far make up more than 31 percent of
the country’s energy mix—well above the EU average of 23 percent.
Croatia has also introduced policies to phase out coal before 2033, reduce
methane emissions by 30 percent below 2020 levels by 2030, and end
deforestation by 2030. In the orange category—up to five times above
safe levels—were Moldova, Romania, Albania, Greece, Turkey, Serbia and
Montenegro. Bosnia and Herzegovina saw an 18 percent decrease in
PM2.5 levels in 2023 compared to 2022, ( 4 ) remains the most
polluted country in the region, followed by North Macedonia—both of
which fell in the red category with pollution levels over five times the
safe standard. Igdir in Turkey is Europe’s most polluted city, with
PM2.5 levels over nine times the safe standard.

The countries with the worst air quality were concentrated in South
and Central Asia, home to the top 10 most polluted cities in the world.
Bangladesh took the unenviable top spot, with 79.9ug/m3—more than 15
times higher than the WHO PM2.5 annual guideline. Pakistan came in
second, with levels 14 times above safe standards. It was followed by
India, with PM2.5 levels 10 times above the limit. The country is also
home to the four most polluted cities in the world, with industrial
Begusarai in the northeast the worst. Tajikistan and Burkina Faso were
the fourth and fifth most polluted countries, both with PM2.5 levels nine
times above safe standards. For the first time in the history of IQAir’s
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six reports, Canada was the most polluted country in North America,
being home to r‘the region’s 13 most polluted cities.

Air qualit}[rmreports act as important calls to action to curb pollution
levels, which are usually worst in areas home to vulnerable and
underrepresented groups of people. A lack of data across African
countries leaves a third of the continent’s population without access to
air quality data, meaning many could not ( 6 ) the study. “A clean,
healthy and sustainable environment is a universal human right,” says
Frank Hammes, Global CEO, IQAir. “In many parts of the world the
lack of air quality data delays decisive action and perpetuates
unnecessary human suffering. Air quality data saves lives. Where air
quality is reported, action is taken, and air quality improves.”

Efforts are urgently needed to “manage the causes of transboundary
haze and cut our reliance on combustion as an energy source,” according
to Aidan Farrow, a senior air quality scientist at Greenpeace
International. “In 2023 air pollution remained a global health
catastrophe,” he says. “IQAir’s global data set provides an important
(7 ) of the resulting injustices and the need to implement the many

solutions that exist to this problem.”
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@ Seven Countries in the World Breathe Safe Air
@ ‘WHO Controls Air Policy in European Countries
(® The Problems with Air Quality Data
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@ Worldwide, 124 locations were reported to remain at safe PM2.5
levels based on WHO guidelines.

@ The most polluted country among European countries was
Sweden.

(® Yellow category countries have pollution levels more than two,
and up to three times above the safe standard.

@ North Macedonia is Europe’s most polluted country, with PM2.5
levels over nine times above the safe standard.

@ Bangladesh received the worst ranking, with more than 15 times
the WHO’s annual guideline.

© Frank Hammes believes reporting on air quality leads countries

to control air pollution levels.
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Nintendo’s journey from producing playing cards to becoming a
global video game powerhouse has deep roots in Kyoto, Japan. Among
the most significant landmarks in this journey is the Uji Ogura Plant, a
facility that has evolved from a toy factory into a nostalgic museum,
drawing fans from across the world. As the gaming giant opens its
Nintendo Museum in 2024, this space offers a vibrant tribute to its
history, serving as a testament to Nintendo’s impact on the gaming and
entertainment industries.

Built in 1969 in Ogura Town, Uji City, Kyoto Prefecture, the Uji
Ogura Plant was initially a hub for toy production. This era marked
Nintendo’s transition from its original business of producing hanafuda
(Japanese playing cards) to crafting toys and Western-style playing cards.
The facility played a vital role in the company’s growth before the video
game boom took off.

By 1983, Nintendo released the iconic Family Computer (known as
the Famicom in Japan, and the NES overseas). As demand surged, a
new Uji Plant was constructed in Makishima Town, Uji City, while the
Uji Ogura Plant transitioned to serve as a branch factory and
warehouse. It would continue to play a supporting role in Nintendo’s

operations,

In 1988, an expansion added new functionalities to the Uji Ogura
Plant, including product inspections and shipping work. As Nintendo’s
global popularity grew with the success of its home consoles, the Uji
Ogura Plant remained a key piece of the company’s operational
machinery.

By 1993, however, as the company’s product lineup expanded, a
larger and more specialized Uji Okubo Plant was constructed, and many
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of Uji Ogura’s duties were transferred there. Nevertheless, the Uji Ogura

Plant continued to be a manufacturing facility,

As the years went on, the Uji Ogura Plant’s focus shifted from
manufacturing to service. By 2003, a service center was built next to the
plant, bringing the company’s various service departments together and
transforming the Uji Ogura Plant into a customer-support hub. Even as
the manufacturing functions moved to the newer Uji Plant in 2004, the
Uji Ogura Plant continued to serve Nintendo’s operations, eventually
being used solely as a warehouse by 2016.

In 2024, the Uji Ogura Plant was reborn as the Nintendo Museum,
a vibrant space where visitors can explore the rich legacy of the
company’s innovations. The museum is a special place for nostalgia,

, from Nintendo’s early days as a card maker to its modern-
day dominance in the video game industry.

Visitors can experience hands-on exhibits, including giant controllers
that require teamwork to play classic games like Super Mario 64, a
workshop to create your own hanafuda cards, and interactive displays
that make even the most seasoned Nintendo fan feel like a kid again.
The museum’s focus is not just on presenting a timeline of the
company’s history, but on creating a playful, interactive experience that
honors Nintendo’s ethos of fun.

‘Whether youre a lifelong fan or a new visitor, the Nintendo
Museum offers a nostalgic journey through the heart of one of the
world’s most beloved gaming companies, with the Uji Ogura Plant
standing as a proud symbol of the company’s deep connection to Kyoto
and its commitment to creativity.

From its early beginnings as a toy manufacturer to becoming a
state-of-the-art museum, the Uji Ogura Plant has mirrored the growth
and transformation of Nintendo itself. As visitors explore the new
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museum, theyre not just looking at products or games; they are
experiencing the cultural and personal memories associated with each
era of Nintendo’s history. The Nintendo Museum serves as a tribute to
the company’s legacy, reminding us that the joy of gaming is timeless.
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(@) offering fans the chance to step back into gaming history
@ storing products and conducting inspections
® producing traditional products like playing and karuta cards
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1. What was the original purpose of the Uji Ogura Plant?

@ To serve as a monument to Nintendo’s impact.
@ To provide advice to customers.

@ To make toys and playing cards.

2. How can visitors to the Nintendo Museum experience classic

games?

@ With giant controllers.
@ Through a workshop.

(® Using static displays.
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() The Origins: The Uji Ogura Plant’s Early Days

@ The Nintendo Uji Ogura Plant: From Factory to Museum of
Nostalgia

@ The Nintendo Museum: A Special Place for Kids
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() The Uji Ogura Plant is a nostalgic museum that exhibits
significant Kyoto landmarks.

@ Nintendo constructed more than one factory in Uji city, Kyoto
Prefecture.

@ The Family Computer is recognized as the NES outside Japan.

@ Visitors to the Nintendo Museum can recall their memories

linked to Kyoto’s history.
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1. To understand exactly what happened we must see the issue

(2 ).
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@ to start ready something © to ready start something
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3. They do not ( @ ) things like medical bills.

@ like about to talk
® talk about to like

@ like to talk about
@ talk to like about

4. You really ( , don’t you?

@ put things on hold @ hold on things put

® put on things hold @ hold put on things
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Andy: It didn’t start very well. I accidentally poured hot coffee over

my cereal this morning instead of milk.

Andy: Yes. I don’t recommend it. And that was just the beginning.
I had to rush to catch my train, and later realized I'd

forgotten my wallet.

Andy: I keep my commuter pass in my phone case, and that’s why
I didn’t realize until I was waiting in line at the cafeteria.

Sam: 30

Andy: 31

Oh no! So how did you get to work?
Oops. That must have been embarrassing.
It was, and I certainly feel hungry now!

Hi honey, welcome home! How was your day?

[GNONORONC]

Oh dear. I didn’t see anything unusual in the sink, so I guess you

must have eaten it anyway.
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2. Jack: Taro! Ya-ho! Konnichiwa!

Taro: 32
Jack: 33
Taro: 34

Jack: Erm... Oh, you know, just normal.

Taro:

Jack: I did katakana drills this morning, then I made onigiri for
lunch, and then I watched two episodes of Demon Slayer

back-to-back. Can we speak Japanese now?

Taro:

@ I know you love Japanese, but I am learning English, too. We can
speak Japanese tomorrow.

© Well, what did you do?

@ Oh, hello. Do I need to remind you that Friday is our speaking-
English day?

@ Lets just have free talk like last time. How was your day?

@ Okay, fine, if you insist. What do you want to talk about?
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Successful companies have a ( ) ( )
( ).
@ common @ features ® in

@ 1ot ©® of
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Do you have any ideas ( ) ( ) ( ) ()
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@ boost ® company’s @® profit
@ the ©® to
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