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In the 12 decades since The Japan Times (JT) was launched, a
multitude of English language newspapers have come and gone, many
absorbed by the JT before the turn of the 20th century. In more recent
years, the print editions of The Asahi Shimbun and The Mainichi
English editions have been left behind. The Japan News, the
reincarnation of The Daily Yomiuri, survives, but now consists almost
entirely of articles translated from The Yomiuri Shimbun.

Not content to rest on its position at the top, and to better cope
with the shift to the digital news age, the J7T recently underwent its
first major relaunch in three decades, to coincide with its ( 1 )
anniversary. The paper changed its logo, font and layout, as well as
increased use of photographs and graphics, for its relaunch on April 1.

The JT was the first English language newspaper in Japan to be
founded by Japanese personnel and financing. Among the founding group
were Yukichi Fukuzawa, he of the ¥10,000 note fame, and Sueji
Yamada, a former secretary of Hirobumi Ito, Japan’s first prime minister
of modern times and a key figure in establishing the Meiji Constitution.
“The samurai era had just finished, and one of the aims was to show
the (2 ) Japan to the world,” says Sayuri Daimon, the newspaper’s
managing director.

The JT’s early look, with advertising concentrated on the front page,
owed more than a little to the contemporary Times of London, according
to Daimon. The paper went through a series of name changes, including
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one forced by the government to Nippon Times in 1943. “Although we
were allowed to keep on publishing, there was censorship during the war
and a push against English; even in baseball, terms like ‘strike’ were
banned,” says Daimon.

The post-war period, however, saw a burst in interest in the paper.
“The paper sold like hotcakes when the famous General MacArthur
came betwe;-;‘ 1945 and 1950 because there were so many Americans
here then. And we had a lot of advertisers because they knew ( 4 )
it,” explains Daimon.

In 2013, the JT was in the process of linking up with The New
York Times (NYT) international edition, then still the International
Herald Tribune. Because the NYT publishes six days a week, the JT
had an opportunity to experiment with a new format and designs on
Sunday, according to art director Andrew Lee. The result was the tabloid
sized Japan Times on Sunday and the stimulus for the complete
overhaul of the daily edition that took place in April.

“We changed almost everything apart from the size. We shifted from
eight columns to six per page; wider columns are better for longer
(5 ), says Lee. “People are more likely to read longer articles in
print. But we’re different in that we have a lot of readers whose first
language isn’t English, and they like to have shorter reads too.”

The new font is Berlingske Serif Text Light, designed for the Danish
daily Berlingske, while Serif Black is used for the new all lower-case
logo, with its distinctive red dot on the first letter of japan. How the
lower case jt logo looked online was a crucial factor, says Lee, as the
publication aims to boost its digital imprint. Moving the title to the left
side of the paper is designed to make it easier to find in newsstands.
“On the first day of the relaunch, I rushed down to the konbini and I

could literally see it from outside. So, I thought ‘that works,” ” says Lee.
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The print edition now has a circulation of around 45,000, produced
by 30 writers, many of whom also have other roles at the paper, as well
as a broad roster of freelancers. Although the J7 has adopted a “web
first” policy, “Print is the face of the paper,” says Daimon. “Sales jump
significantly after big events such as the U.S. presidential election or
when Obama came to Hiroshima. So even though there is a shift to
online, people do still like to read about the big events in print.”

Daimon cites the incident last summer when a father left his son by
the side of the road in Hokkaido as a punishment as the kind of
reporting that sets the JT apart from both the Japanese and
international media. ‘E was reported as if he was abandoned. People
overseas wouldn’t lea\\g their child on the street in the mountains. But
given the safety level in Japan, parents sometimes do that,” she says.
“You needed to explain that. We try to give details about ( 7 )
background, so we’re often more informative. Japanese papers often don’t
give much background.”

“In the era of fake news, I think people are longing for trustworthy
reporting. As long as we are based on real reporting, I think readers
won’t leave us,” says Daimon. “Anybody can dispatch information. The
difference is real journalism and reporting, and we need to continue

doing this.”
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() The Japan Times Combats Fake News
@ The Japan Times Changes through Time
@ People of The Japan Times: Sayuri Daimon
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@ The JT changed their name to The Japan News for their
anniversary.

@ Hirobumi Ito was one of the original founders of the JT.

@ As it is an American sport, the J7 was not allowed to publish
articles related to baseball in 1943.

@ Lee said that second-language English speakers enjoy pieces that
are not too long.

@ To make it more visible in newsstands, the J7T adjusted the
newspaper title’s location.

@ The JT sold more print versions of the paper than usual when

Obama visited Hiroshima.
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Nuclear power is gaining attention as the owner of the Three Mile
Island nuclear power station in Pennsylvania announced last month that
it will restart the reactor there. The goal is to sell the energy from the
nuclear station to Microsoft to power its huge data centers. Technology
company Amazon recently said it is also investing in small nuclear
reactors to meet its increasing need for electricity. Amazon’s
announcement came two days after a similar statement from technology
company Google.

All three companies, Microsoft, Amazon and Google, operate large
data centers. They have been spending a lot of money on solar and wind
power to create and use electricity that does not produce greenhouse
gases. However, their energy needs are so great that they need to find

other ways to produce clean energy.

The International Energy Agency in Paris predicts that data centers
will use 1,000 terawatts of electricity in 2026. One terawatt is equal to
1 million megawatts. That is double the amount used in 2022. Data
centers are important to artificial intelligence or AI systems. Al tools use
huge amounts of information to “learn” to do things in a way that is
almost human.

Kevin Miller is an official with Amazon Web Services. Miller told
the Associated Press, “Al is driving a significant increase in the amount
of data centers and power that are required on the grid.” He said
adding nuclear power was very important.

Small modular reactors can generate up to one third of the power
that a traditional nuclear reactor can. Recently, the U.S. Department of
Energy Secretary, Jennifer Granholm spoke at Amazon’s second
headquarters in Virginia. Speaking of energy production, Granholm said
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modular reactors are a “huge piece of how were going to solve this
puzzle.” Granholm said the department will provide $900 million to

produce more reactors.

Developers say . The developers say they will be able to
produce electricity by the early 2030s if the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission gives them permission.

Kathryn Huff is a nuclear engineering professor at the University of
Tllinois Urbana-Champaign and former official at the U.S. Department of
Energy. Huff said if new, clean power is not added as data centers
expand, the U.S. risks “browning the grid,” or including more power
from sources that are not clean: coal, oil and gas.

Small modular reactors are currently under development. They
reportedly do not provide power to the U.S. grid. However, big investors
can help them develop. Huff said the recent announcements could be an
“inflection point” or a sign that things are changing.

A professor of nuclear engineering at the Massachusetts Institute of

Technology, Jacopo Buongiorno, said, . They only have to
be willing to pay more for it at first until the cost comes down.

On October 14, Google said it signed an agreement with Kairos
Power based in Alameda, California. Google said it would buy energy
from several small, modular reactors, and that it expects the first
modular reactors to start operations by 2030, with additional ones
coming through the year 2035. The deal is expected to generate 500
megawatts of electricity per day. However, Google’s own environmental
report estimated that the company uses about 24 terawatts of electricity
every year.

Amazon’s October 16 announcement said the company was working
with Dominion Energy to study building modular reactors near the
North Anna nuclear station in Virginia. The company said it is investing
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working with Energy Northwest in Washington state. The combined

deals could produce 5000 megawatts of power by the late 2030s.

However, that is likely a small part of Amazon’s total power use, which
it does not release to the public.

Doug True is an official with the Nuclear Energy Institute, an

industry group. He said new reactor designs could meet industrial needs
because of their small size and dependability. “It seems like a really

good fit to support those facilities, and for a lot of different applications

depending upon the amount of power that’s needed by the customer,”

True said.
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@) small reactors can be built faster and at a lower cost than large
reactors

® nuclear energy does not create greenhouse gases

@ the industry needs buyers who value dependable and clean

energy
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1. Why do technology companies need to generate more power?

@ Because their reactors have a high energy demand.
@ Because their Al systems consume a large amount of power.
(® Because using clean energy is required by the U.S.

government.

2. How much of Google’s total power use will nuclear reactors

likely provide in the 2030s?

(D A small proportion.
@ About half.
@ A majority.
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) Big Tech Companies Aim to Utilize Nuclear Power
@ Al Is Key to Developing Cleaner Nuclear Power

(® Microsoft, Amazon and Google Collaborate on a Nuclear Reactor
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@ In 2022, data centers used approximately 500 terawatts of
electricity.

@ The new nuclear reactors may increase demand for coal power.

@ Energy Northwest is planning to buy energy from Amazon.

@ One of the benefits of small nuclear reactors is that they are

reliable.
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1. Let’s start ( ) the very beginning.

® new something from @ from new something

(® something new from @® from something new

2. I don’t understand why there are ( ) this report.

@ in many mistakes so @ so many mistakes in

(® mistakes in so many @ many mistakes so in

3. There is (
@ no easy way out @ no way easy out
® no easy out way ® no way out easy

4. Summarize this essay ( ) as possible.

® as few words in @ in as few words

@ few as words in @ as words in few

— 11 —
13(1.28E)

M2 DTFoEE, B PEheh—20idb b, THRBL~@DH 5 —>

1. The best carrier ensures for timely delivery of products to
J (37 (4~

(1) (2)

customers.

2. Passing goods through customs are required before they can
8 (2)

enter or leave a country.
(3) (4)

3. The automotive industry often employ just-in-time manufacturing
(1) (2) (37
to reduce  costs.
- |
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1. Peter: 27
Bone Saw: 28
Peter: That’s what you say, but I have a magical sword that

gives me an advantage!
Bone Saw: Come at me then, Peter, wielder of a nameless sword!

Peter:

Bone Saw: Sure it is. Bone Saw is ready!

Peter: 30

Bone Saw: 31

@ Only you? Without an army at your side? You have no hope on
your own against me!

® 1 have come from far away to destroy you and stop your evil
plans!

@ Oh, but it has a name: Talon! It is sharp and contains the power
of all five elements!

@ Enough chatter. We finish this now as I bring your foolish quest
to a swift end.

() Some nerve you have, referring to yourself using your own name!

— 13 —
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2. Mika: 32

Maho: E

Mika: Unbelievable, isn’t it? I can’t believe a teacher would help

students cheat on a test.

Maho: Wil there be any punishment for it?

Mika: 34
Maho: 35
Mika: 36

Maho: That’s a good point. I guess they’d have to make a new test,

too.

@ Everyone is talking about it. About the cheating incident, right?

@ Well, I think the teacher should be fired and the students retake
the test.

@ Agreed. But if they retake the same test, won’t they just
remember the answers?

@ Did you hear what happened at school?

(® Were still waiting to find out. The board of education is still

deciding what action to take.

— 14—
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The traffic jam ( ) ( ( ) ( ) ( ) time.
@ arriving @ from ® on
@ prevented ® us
2. ALZEDIZH
Rarely ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( )
@ a @ does @ he
® joke ® tel
3. WIXABTY .
You may ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) (
O sit @ to ® want
@ wherever @ you

4. WBROMRA L THRE,

What ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) of the exam.

O is @ me @ result
@ the @ worries
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