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If youre a regular at specialist coffee shops in the UK—the kind
where baristas carefully weigh out your grounds on tiny hypersensitive
scales—you may have noticed that americanos have become unpopular.
In these fancier coffee spots, everyone’s dependable, unfussy go-to is
being eclipsed by a newer import from Australia and New Zealand: the
long black.

Conducting an unofficial survey of coffee spots, I noticed nearly
every barista had a slightly different explanation of the drink. “It’s
basically the same as an americano,” one whispered conspiratorially. “It’s
a shorter black coffee, the same size as a flat white,” explained
another. The final barista I spoke to just shook her head in quiet

(l‘disappointment when I asked if long black was just a more pretentious
way of asking for an americano.

What is the difference between a long black and an americano? Last
year, 2.1 million people watched a viral Instagram reel from the coffee
shop Tamp, in Chiswick, west London, which asked that exact question.

(2 ) its name, a long black is shorter than an americano, but
some baristas also swear by adding the espresso second, on top of the
hot water. This ensures that “the hot water is slightly cooler in the cup
and closer in temperature to the espresso that’s coming out of the
machine,” explains Ollie Simon, of the New Zealand-founded specialty
roaster Allpress. “If youre pouring hot water straight on to ( 3 ),
youre agitating the drink, and losing some of the more delicate aromas
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and flavors.”

A specialty coffee shop called Laynes, in Leeds, also adds the
espresso second. “It’s a faster way to do it, and espresso is meant to be
quick,” says owner Dave Olejnik. “When you pour a load of hot water on
to an espresso, you also start to break down some of the structure, the
texture, and the crema, which sits across the top. Honestly, you just get
a better-looking drink if you brew coffee into water.”

Sales of the long black have been steadily rising in the UK. In
2023, according to one small survey, it was London’s fifth most popular
coffee order, and accounted for 9% of all sales in the capital. Kaffeine, in
Soho, has been selling long blacks since it opened in 2009. Owner Peter
Dore-Smith was born in Melbourne, but is a long-term Londoner. Along
with nearby Flat White (founded by Australians and New Zealanders,
and widely credited with first popularizing flat whites in the UK), his
shop is a key fixture in London’s Oceanian coffee scene. He also reckons
that he was among the very first people to sell long blacks in London.
“I should open a shop called Long Black, shouldn’t I1?” he laughs. “That’s
what everyone comes toy \this place for.”

Dore-Smith ushers me behind the bar to watch Katarina, one of his
senior baristas, in action. She uses an upturned espresso mug to bring
everything nearer to the spout, and brews into a 50z cup with hot
water: the same size you would typically use for a flat white. Aside from
size, most of these things don’t have much effect on taste, she explains,
but it all helps to make your cup look nicer at the end. This is
important when you don’t have the canvas of flashy latte art to play
with.

“You'll see there’s quite a remarkable ( 5 ) in the flavor profile,”
Dore-Smith says. He’s right; with a long black, the flavor of the beans is

clearer and much more vibrant, with notes of blackberry, caramel and
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nuttiness all coming through. In comparison, the americano feels weak
and watery.

“Everybody is basically like: whoa, that’s so much better,” Dore-
Smith says. “I've noticed, working behind the bar, that the long black is
increasing in popularity, and it’s much more prevalent.” Sales of the
drink at Kaffeine crept up by 4% from November to mid-January, while
black coffee in general is also proving more popular.

“I'd compare it to people moving from big lattes down to flat
whites,” says Olejnik. “Moving from big americanos down to long blacks
feels like (6 ).

Like the flat white, the long black originated in Australia or New
Zealand, depending on who you ask. The two countries are renowned for
their high-quality brews; if a spot is owned by an Australian or a New
Zealander, it’s usually a pretty reliable indicator that the coffee will be
delicious.

Dore-Smith attributes the influence of Australian coffee to the wave
of Italians who immigrated to Australia in the 1950s and 60s and
brought their knowledge of espresso-brewing with them. He also thinks
the country’s geography and “very strong anti-drink-driving culture” play
their part. “If you want to go out and meet a mate in London, you go to
the pub, have a few pints and get the train home,” he says. But in
many parts of Australia with poorer public transport, “you have to drive
home,” he says. “So you go out and get a really good cup of coffee
instead.”

New Zealanders think along the same lines. “Public transport is not
a big thing, so you catch up over coffee rather than a pint,” says Simon,
who is originally from Auckland. He also offers up the theory that the
coffee scene in the two countries has developed in relative isolation. “I
don’t want to say it evolved in a bubble, but being so far away, it has
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kind of done its own thing.”

“They’re far less influenced by what I would consider American cafe
culture,” says Olejnik, “the Starbucks-ification of coffee, and putting a
huge drink in your hand with a great big comfortable sofa. That culture
didn’t land down there in quite the same way.” Instead, it’s about “ fine-
tuning the original Italian espresso bar menu, and the nutior’nwthat
there’s value in high quality, as opposed to high quantity,” he says. “It

has had huge implications for global coffee-drinking culture.”
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@ Can We Identify the Brand of the Bean in the Long Black?

@ Will the Long Black Soon Be the UK’s Favorite Coffee Order?

(® Do Those Who Know the Difference in Size Prefer the Long
Black?
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@ A long black is not as large as a flat white.

@ Leeds owns the specialty coffee shop called Laynes and also
adds the espresso second.

@ A small study showed the long black accounted for around ten
percent of all coffee sales in London in 2023.

@ Baristas typically make a long black by filling a 50z cup with
espresso.

© It is likely that the coffee will taste good if the shop owner is a
New Zealander.

@ Public transport options are limited in Australia, so Australians

chat over coffee rather than beer.
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In only two decades, China has grown to be the dominant player in
shipbuilding, claiming more than half of the world’s commercial
shipbuilding market, while the U.S. share has fallen to just 0.1%, posing
serious economic and national security challenges for the U.S. and its
allies, according to a report released Tuesday by the Center for Strategic
and International Studies (CSIS).

In 2024 alone, one Chinese shipbuilder constructed more commercial
vessels by tonnage than the entire U.S. shipbuilding industry has built
since the end of World War II. China already has the world’s largest
naval fleet, the Washington-based think tank, representing U.S. policies,
said in its 75-page report.

“The erosion of U.S. and allied shipbuilding capabilities poses an
urgent threat to military readiness, reduces economic opportunities, and
contributes to China’s global power-projection ambitions,” the report said.

Concerns about the poor state of U.S. shipbuilding have been
growing in recent years, as the country faces rising challenges from
China, which has the world’s second largest economy and has ambitions

to reshape the world order. At a congressional hearing in December,

Last week, President Donald Trump told Congress that his
Republican administration would “revive” the American shipbuilding
industry for commercial and military vessels, and he would create “a
new office of shipbuilding in the White House.”

“We used to make so many ships,” Trump said. “We don’t make

them anymore very much, but we’re going to make them very fast, very

soon. And,
In February, the heads of four major labor unions called on Trump
— 7 —
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to boost American shipbuilding and enforce import taxes and other
“strong penalties” against China for its increasing dominance in that
sector.

“What we are seeing now is a recognition of the strategic
significance of shipbuilding and port security, and the related challenges
posed by China,” said Matthew Funaiole, a senior fellow in the China
Power Project at CSIS and a co-author of the report. Funaiole said
concerns over shipbuilding are “a fairly non-controversial issue in U.S.
politics.”

The report said that China’s shipbuilding sector went through “a
striking change” in the past two decades, transforming from a “marginal
player” to the dominant player on the global market, with efforts
centered on one state-owned enterprise: China State Shipbuilding
Corporation (CSSC).

At the same time, . Last year, a CSIS assessment found
that China was operating 234 warships, compared with the U.S. Navy’s
219, although the U.S. continued to hold an advantage in guided missile
cruisers and destroyers.

In developing recommendations for the U.S. to compete with China,
the researchers zoomed in on CSSC’s use of Beijing’s “military-civil
fusion” strategy, which blurs the lines between the country’s defense and
commercial sectors. They found that CSSC, which builds both commercial
and military ships, sells three-quarters of its commercial production to
buyers outside China, including to the U.S.-allied Denmark, France,
Greece, Japan and South Korea. These foreign firms are thus paying
billions of dollars to Chinese shipyards that also make warships,
advancing China’s modernization of its navy and providing Chinese
defense contractors with key dual-use technology, the report said.

The CSIS researchers suggested that, as a long-term fix, the U.S.
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should invest in rebuilding its shipbuilding industry and work with allies
to expand shipbuilding capacities outside China. For the near term, they
recommended actions to level the playing field and “disrupt China’s
unclear dual-use ecosystem,” such as by charging docking fees on
Chinese-made vessels and cutting U.S. financial and business ties with
CSSC and its subsidiaries.

The Trump administration has proposed new fees on China-linked
vessels calling on U.S. ports. A BlackRock-led alliance last week agreed
to acquire stakes in 43 ports across the globe, including the two ports
on either side of the Panama Canal, from a Hong Kong-based

conglomerate.

1 TiRER

5 —DEN,

~ BRI b0 L LTHbENE b0 EO~Qo

(@) senior officials and lawmakers urged action
© China has greatly expanded its navy
@ it will have a huge impact
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1. What does the most recent CSIS report say?

@ The U.S. navy has fifteen more naval ships than China.

@ Developing shipbuilding in the U.S. is a hotly debated issue in
the U.S.

(® China has become the dominant shipbuilder over the past

twenty years.

2. What action does the CSIS recommend the U.S. take based on

their report?

() They should put money toward the shipbuilding industries
outside China.

@ They should charge fees on any non-American ships that come
to U.S. ports.

@ They should not do any business with Chinese companies in

the future.

B3 AxoFEr LOkbilid)s b0t )~Qohnrs -2,

() Shipbuilding Technology Advancing Rapidly
@ U.S. Think Tank Emphasizes Importance of Shipbuilding
(® ©SSC and CSIS Compare Research on Shipbuilding Industry

— 10 —
12(3.3E)

49



—iix A £IARE

(5258

3838

M4 ALOWEL—ET25020~Q0hh o2, 72751, MEDIE

FiEEb R, -

@ Shipbuilding capacity has become a national security issue for
the U.S.

@ Donald Trump made a room for building ships in the White
House.

® The CSSC sells about 75% of all their ships to non-Chinese
entities.

@ The U.S. administration wants to charge fees on China-linked

ships.
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) to theft or damage.

1. We have problems such as (

@ loss of goods due @ loss goods of due
® goods loss of due @® due loss of goods

2. Some items sell well at Christmas. We should do (

@ check a stock @ stock a check
® a stock check @ a check stock

3. We have to ( ) management.

® 1look at inventory take a @ take inventory a look at
@® inventory take look at a @ take a look at inventory

4. Sorry, we have those trousers (

® on order back @ on back order

@ back order on @ order on back
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1. Human error can cause imperfections in products, and this
) 2)

(1

(2)
often lead companies  to recall them.
(3. (47

2. Designers are often considered to the most creative
(1) (2]
members of a manufacturing company.
(47

(3

3. We are planned to employ several new graduates this year
(1) (2)

]expansion efforts.

to support our
(5 —

(4
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1. Rory:

Tyler: Nothing special. I have my lunchbox, computer, and books

for my classes today. That’s about it.

Rory: | 28 |
Tyler: 29

Rory: T
Tyler: z

Rory: Okay, I guess that makes sense. Why don’t you join me at
the cafeteria tomorrow? Then at least you can leave your

lunchbox behind.

@ I find it much easier to concentrate with a paper version.

® You must have some pretty big books in there. Are you carrying a
dictionary or something?

@ You're so old-fashioned! Can’t you just get an app for your phone?

@ Well, actually, two. I have Latin this morning and then Japanese
after lunch.

@ What are you carrying in that bag? It looks really heavy.

— 14—
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2. Toby: Sorry, but it looks like T'll be working late again tonight. I
volunteered to prepare some extra documents for a meeting
tomorrow morning.

Anne: 32

Toby: 33

Anne: Trying to please people isn’t a bad thing. But you make
promises you can’t keep and then you end up losing trust.

Toby: 34

Anne: 35
Toby: 36

Anne: Make a plan and stick to it.

(D Well, what do you suggest I do then?

(@ What? Again? You need to get better at saying no. It's an
important skill, you know.

@ I can’t do anything else. It’s my personality.

@ 1 know. 'm just too much of a people-pleaser.

) You can change it if you try. It's also kind of lazy to just say yes
all the time.
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We have ( ), ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ).

O ample @ beautiful @ cars
® for © parking

2. LR ETHBE, CORERITENEZ L.

All ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) this career.
® aside @ jokes ® pursue
@ should @ you
3. MEIEREETY .
Do not drive ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) the

road.

@ direction
@ the @ wrong

®
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°
=1

4. HRZRDHIEIZHLVE

It is ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ([40]) will be famous.

@ many @ of @ that

@® unlikely ©® us
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